
HUNTINGDON LANE SURFACE MINE SITE

COMMUNITY LIAISON COMMITTEE

LITTLE WENLOCK 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON MONDAY, 21ST JUNE, 2010 AT 7.00 P.M. IN LITTLE WENLOCK VILLAGE HALL 

PRESENT:
Peter Whittle (Chairman), Juliet Esp, John Ferrington, Debbie Goodman, Janet Higgs, Pete Lambert, Julia Kaminsky, Alan Lees, John Marcham, Councillor Jacqui Seymour, Roger Seymour and Peter Thomas 

IN ATTENDANCE:
Michael Barker (Head of Planning & Transport- T&WC), David Coxill (Principal Waste & Minerals Officer – T&WC), Craig Ball (UK. Coal Ltd.), Community Support Officer Suzie Coombes, and Councillor Angela McClements (Ward Councillor for Arleston)

CLC25
MEMBERS PRESENT

The Chairman welcomed Peter Thomas (New Works) and Councillor Angela McClements to their first meeting of the Community Liaison Committee.

CLC26
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Councillor T.J. Hope and Peter Greenwood (UK Coal Ltd.)

CLC27
MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON MONDAY, 24TH MAY 2010 

It was agreed that these were an accurate record of the meeting subject to the following amendments:

Alan Lees to be shown as being present rather than in attendance.

Minute No. CLC13(b) to remove the word ‘Councillor’.

‘It was further agreed at the meeting that Minute No. CLC19(b) be amended to read:

John Marcham reported that a Survey of the residents of Little Wenlock had been carried out and had raised a number of issues such as the provision of a footpath on Coalmoor Road between Wellington Road and its junction with Dog in the Lane.  ‘

CLC28
CHAIRMAN’S REPORT

As agenda item 6 – Protest Camp on Site – had been dealt with first (see Minute No. CLC30) the Chairman said that he had nothing further to add.

CLC29
REPORTS

(a) Telford & Wrekin Councillors

Councillor Jacqui Seymour said that she had nothing to report.

(b) Telford & Wrekin Officers

David Coxill gave an update on the progress with the Plans/Schemes being submitted by UK Coal for approval.  It was hoped that all the necessary approvals would be in place by June/July 2010.  The detailed work on the site access had been submitted to the Council’s term contractors, Jacobs, who would audit the scheme on behalf of the Council.

With regard to the issues raised regarding the work required on the Coalmoor Road to the Candles site, Michael Barker informed the Committee that the Council was proposing to carry out work in addition to that covered by the Section 106 contribution of £40,600 from UK Coal.  Dialogue was currently taking place between Stuart Freeman (Network Management & Policy, T&WC) and Little Wenlock Parish Council on the ongoing maintenance required.  It was agreed that the work on this stretch of road had to be carried out before UK Coal moved onto the site.  As Telford & Wrekin Council was not able to start work until the S106 contribution had been received, Craig Ball agreed to contact his Director to ascertain if the money could be released before all the planning conditions had been discharged.  Several members raised specific work that they considered needed doing to this road. Michael Barker responded that these should be met by the planned patching and signage work.  

David Coxill reported that he had attended a meeting of the Candles Liaison at which the responsibility for the state of the road between the Candles Site and the Horsehay by-pass had been discussed.  Under a legal agreement that included controlling the lorry route to and from the Candles site, Veolia were responsible for repairing any part of the lorry route that was damaged by their vehicles.  However, the legal agreement did not specify any amounts.  Michael Barker said that Telford & Wrekin Council would pursue this issue vigorously.  

David Coxill reported that he had further contact with Brian Hale regarding the trees felled by UK Coal.  He had reiterated that none of the trees in question had been subject to Tree Preservation Orders and the number felled had not required a Forestry Commission tree felling licence.

(c) UK Coal Ltd.

Craig Ball reported on the planning conditions that were still to be discharged by Telford & Wrekin Council.  Approval of other permits was still awaited.  Once approval has been received for the bell mouth and the works on Huntingdon Lane, UK Coal would go out to tender for the work.  

Following a request from Councillor Angela McClements Craig Ball agreed to attend a meeting with the residents of Arleston to explain the processes that would take place and their likely impact.

CLC30
PROTEST CAMP ON SITE

CSO Suzie Coombes reported that no new structures had been erected on the site since the last meeting.  A number of new protesters from outside the area of the Borough had been present at weekends.  The Chairman reported that additional rubbish and tarpaulins were appearing on the site.  

A discussion was held on the reports in the media that the protesters were digging tunnels on the site.  A number of health and safety issues were raised included the possibility of spontaneous combustion, carbon monoxide poisoning, and the general dangers arising from tunnelling.  David Coxill informed the Committee that the Mines Rescue was on standby should such problems arise.  He had also warned them of the danger of the carbon monoxide.  Whilst Telford & Wrekin Council was responsible for planning and environmental health on the site, it was not responsible for mine safety but did have a general duty to warn people.  Michael Barker added that responsibility for safety lay with the landowner and the Coal Authority.  This was primarily a policing issue.  The protesters had removed protective wire mesh from the mine shafts but Craig Ball reported that the Coal Authority had now replaced these.  

Craig Ball gave an update on the progress to date.  UK Coal was currently dealing with the planning and licensing matters that needed to be resolved before work commenced on site.  He confirmed that once soil stripping commenced appropriate measures would be taken to minimise the impact upon neighbouring areas.  

John Marcham raised the issue of the Scheduled Ancient Monument and David Coxill confirmed that this was being endangered by the protesters camps and structures.  Michael Barker agreed to contact English Heritage regarding its responsibilities on this matter.

It was agreed that the general health and safety issues arising on the site should be brought to residents’ attention through the website, the parish newsletter and by word of mouth.  In addition, John Marcham said that he would place an appropriate item on the New Works Notice Board.

CLC31
COMMUNICATIONS UPDATE

(a) Publication of Press Release

The Chairman thanked Julia Kaminski for the press release which had been printed in the Shropshire Star recently.  It had also been sent to the Telford Journal but did not appear to have been used yet.

He also thanked Juliet Esp and Julia Kaminski for writing the article in the parish newsletter.

(b) Website

Alan Lees reported that he had a number of items to publish in the next update.  He requested a contact telephone number for Peter Greenwood and Craig Ball said this would be available once he was on site.  A number of large documents were currently being converted to PDF format and it was agreed that just a summary should be published together with details of the appropriate person to contact for a copy of the full document.

CLC32
ISSUES FROM INDIVIDUAL MEMBERS

John Marcham referred to the Little Wenlock Parish Council Residents’ Survey a copy of which he had passed to Craig Ball.  

CLC33
TO ADDRESS ANY ISSUES RAISED BY RESIDENTS

There were none.

CLC33
DATE OF NEXT MEETING

It was agreed that the next meeting take place, as scheduled on 19th July, 2010.  

The meeting ended at 8.00 p.m.



