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1. INTRODUCTION

1.1 Purpose

This Plan replaces the previous Parish Plan which ran from 2003-2011. It is a statement of how
Little Wenlock parishioners wish to see the parish develop.

It defines the state of the parish in 2011, summarises existing land use and facilities, and highlights
features of special architectural, historical, environmental and social value.

The Plan establishes clear guidelines for the development of housing and buildings, countryside
and environment, and community services.

1.2 Objectives

e To establish an agreed community vision for the future of Little Wenlock Parish and
guidelines for the development of and development in the parish.

e To provide a formal structure within which Little Wenlock Parish Council can consider all
planning applications and initiatives within the parish on behalf of its communities.

e To identify local needs within the parish as the basis for the Parish Council and community
groups to attract support from the Borough and external funding bodies for the
improvement of facilities and services.

1.3 Context

National, regional and local planning and policies are changing rapidly. Telford and Wrekin
Borough Council has not yet finalised its new long term vision for the future of the Borough
but their Local Investment Plan 2010-2013 is of direct relevance. The Parish Plan has been
produced against that background.

1.4 Structure

The Plan follows the structure of the previous Plan with which we are familiar. There are five
sections:

e The Parish Today - outlines its history, situation and setting. It describes its present
communities, land use, facilities, and features of special value.

o Parish Development - summarises the local context and its challenges. The
priorities identified through community consultations, the parish’s overall vision and key
development principles are stated.

e Housing and Building - describes local housing priorities. Guidelines governing
new housing, conversions and extensions are given as are those for non-residential
developments, energy conservation and other aspects of the built environment.

e Countryside and Environment - details local land use priorities. Guidelines are
established regarding farmland, woodland, minerals, waste and other developments
in the open land between the settlements. Public access, wildlife conservation, habitat
protection and other important aspects of the rural environment guidelines are detailed
here.

e Community and Services - details local community facility and service priorities.
Guidelines are established to define and support appropriate developments, together
with local initiatives.



1.5 Production

The Parish Plan 2012-2022 has been prepares by Little Wenlock Parish Council after extensive
consultation with parishioners. There have been detailed residents’ surveys and meetings with
representative groups.

Action Plans will be produced by the Parish Council annually and the Plan will be reviewed regularly
with a complete up-date every 10 years.
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2. THE PARISH TODAY

2.1 Situation

Map 1 shows our rural parish stretching from the M54 motorway, Wrockwardine parish and
Wellington in the north to the Ironbridge and Coalbrookdale parishes of the Gorge and Buildwas
in the south. In the west responsibility for the Wrekin is shared with Eaton Constantine parish.
To the east lies the ever encroaching Telford conurbation in the parishes of Dawley Hamlets and
Lawley and Overdale.

Parts of the former Wellington Rural and Wellington Urban parishes were incorporated into Little
Wenlock parish in 1974 during local government boundary revision.

The population of roughly 550 is mainly concentrated into the two main settlements of Little
Wenlock and New Works. There are smaller groups of people living at Huntington, Coalmoor,
Little Worth, the Steeraway, Willowmoor, Arleston Hill, down Spout Lane and the Moors. There is
also the odd isolated farmstead.

2.2 The Parish of Yesterday

The parish has an interesting archaeological and industrial heritage the oldest of which is probably
the Bronze Age burial mounds or barrows at Willowmoor. The Iron Age hill fort on the Wrekin is
over 2500 years old. This was the tribal capital of the Cornovii, the Celts living in this area prior
to the Roman invasion.

A 2005 survey by the Clwd-Powys Archaeological Trust recorded settlement, 126 charcoal burners
platforms, boundary stones, track ways, saw pits, quarries and a number of other features.
Charcoal production continued into the 1930s implying that the Wrekin woodlands were managed
as mixed coppice.

Little Wenlock was an estate of Much Wenlock religious foundation and it is from here that the
parish derives its name. ‘Gwyn-loch’ in Celtic means white place or monastery.

The Domesday Book [1086] describes Little Wenlock as a manor with three hides [some 500
acres ] of arable land and woodland for hunting and swine feeding.

Little Wenlock parish was included in the new borough of Wenlock, incorporated in 1468.
It contained sixteen tenements and a mill by the beginning of the 16" Century with four more
tenements at Huntington.

After the dissolution of the monasteries the manor of Little Wenlock developed further and the
Hayward family acquired it after the closure of Wenlock Priory in 1540. The Foresters of Watling
Street [Wellington] took over from the Haywards. This family descended from Hugh le Forester
the 12t Century protector of the Royal Forest of the Wrekin.

There is some evidence in the parish that iron was worked prior to the Roman invasion. The latter
exploited exposed outcrops of coal and 13™ Century lime burning has been recorded. Steeraway
lime kilns are of 17" Century origin, limestone being extracted in this area from the 1250s.
Similar old workings can be seen at the Hatch and the Old Quarry Plantation. Coal and ironstone
were both being extracted in the 1680s. It was Darby’s mastery of the use of coal, instead of
charcoal, in furnaces at Coalbrookdale that stimulated the demand for coal in the 18" Century.
At the same time the demand for limestone increased as this was the flux in the furnaces. Three
lime works were active in this parish into the last century.

The hard rock, igneous basalt, was quarried along the Lydebrook as recently as the 20™ Century
3



during which time the large scale opencast mining of coal and fireclay developed to meet the ‘war
effort’ of World War Two. As the Shortwood, New Works pits closed in 1970 new opencast mining
had started and this only finished in the mid 1990s.After a few years of respite the Huntington
Lane Surface mine began operations in 2010. Unfortunately, this will obliterate some industrial
heritage features in the northern part of the site, just as many were lost to former widespread
open casting.

The result of these past activities, such as, the exposed quarry faces, spoil heaps, underground
workings, track ways and tramways is a legacy of disturbed ground. Very easy to spot are the
Little Worth bell pit mounds.

One of Britain’s first railways ran from Little Wenlock to Strethill in 1728.

Parishioners, and especially the Little Wenlock Industrial Heritage Research Group, value this rich
and diverse heritage.

GUIDELINE P 1 HERITAGE

The Parish encourages efforts to record, actively conserve and interpret the visible
evidence of its rich industrial, historical and archaeological heritage.

2.3 Landscape and countryside

The landscape is dominated by the Wrekin, that 407 metre high isolated, steep sided, whaleback
of very old igneous rock. Its profile is ridge like and trends south west to north east.

The Wrekin’s human dimension should not be overlooked. It is a cultural icon and gives rise to
the saying “All around the Wrekin” and the local toast “Here’s to all friends round the Wrekin”,
It is the subject of local legends and the site of the former Wrekin Wakes. The millennium was
marked by a lit beacon on the hill and there are annual Wrekin fell races and a barrel races. It is
a place for celebration, remembrance and homecoming. A true Salopian has passed through the
Needle’s Eye, a cleft in an outcrop on the summit caused by a partial dislodgement of a boulder
during the Bishop’s Castle earthquake.

More than one third of the parish is woodland. Such areas include the wooded slopes of the
Wrekin, the Ercall, Lawrence Hill, the upper slopes of Ironbridge Gorge above Buildwas, other
extensive areas in the north and east of the parish and Lydebrook valley and its tributaries.
Coniferous woodland, mixed woodland and species rich deciduous woodland all occur and much
is valued as a prime post-industrial natural regeneration. Large areas are classed as ancient
semi-natural woodland of high conservation value. The value of this landscape is highlighted
by the inclusion of the whole north western sector of the parish in the Shropshire Hills Area of
Outstanding Natural Beauty [AONB].

Within the wooded area distinct open areas can be spotted. These are either small assarts of
pasture [an assart is the medieval term for the clearing of woodland to create new farmland],
the traces of quarrying or restored open cast areas. The Wrekin summit is open and covered with
grassy heath and bracken. East of this mixed farming is evidenced by the numerous pastures and
arable fields drained by deeply cut wooded dingles which drain to the River Severn.

In its northern part the AONB projects as a narrow finger to include Black Hayes/Birch Coppice.
Here, not only does its proximity to the built up area of Telford pose a threat but part is now
included in the Huntington Lane Surface Mine site.

Within the parish there are other recognised areas of special conservation and historical
importance including Ancient Monuments, Sites of Special Scientific Interest, Wildlife Sites and
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Nature Reserves. Their location is shown on maps 2 to 6 and more detail is given in Section 2.12.
It is hoped that newly restored sites, such as the Butterfly Haven at Coalmoor, will be added to
this list in due course.

This rich mosaic of woodland, mixed farmland, many thick hedgerows, open water bodies and
streams creates an excellent habitat for fauna especially as some of the more valuable sites are
relatively inaccessible and quiet.

2.4 Roads and Rights of Way

The roads of the parish are characteristically narrow, with steep hills, sharp bends and limited
visibility. Never the less the Horsehay to Wellington road, which passes through Little Wenlock
village, is experiencing increasing amounts of traffic with more than a thousand vehicles a day.

The parish has a large number of public rights of way, 34.1 km in all. This is the greatest number
of public rights of way in any Telford parish. Two long distance footpaths, the Shropshire way
and the Hutchison Way, pass through the parish as does the Much Wenlock loop of the National
By-way Heritage Cycle route 45.

2.5 Settlements

It is thought that the Little Wenlock church, St. Lawrence, existed by the late 12th Century. The
earliest date on the incumbents list is 1260. The medieval chancel and north aisle were enlarged
in 1822 and 1875/6 to serve the increased population.

Rose Cottage, in Little Wenlock, is the oldest house dating from the late 15 Century followed by
the splendid Old Hall, Stone House and Manor House in the late 16th and early 17th Centuries.
Increased agricultural activity and particularly mineral exploitation in the 18th and 19th Centuries
led to the appearance of Home Farm, the work house at Little Worth, the school [next to the
church] and the parish rooms [Wenboro Cottage]. Squatter cottages for minerals workers
appeared in New Works in the same period. By the early 19th Century there were five public
houses in Little Wenlock village.

Most of the individual farmhouses in the parish date from the 17th and 18th Centuries. Such
buildings include Upper and Lower Coalmoor Farms, Leasowes Farm, Upper and Lower Huntington
Farms, Wrekin Farm, Willowmoor Farm, Steeraway Farm, Gibbons Farm and the Moors Farm. In
the 1950s there were 24 working farms in the parish. Today there are five.

Most houses in the parish are of 20" Century origin and they are relatively large with 4 or more
bedrooms. A third have 3 bedrooms and 10% 2 or less. Actual house numbers and location in
settlements will be produced after the 2011 Census as will the ownership : rented ratio.

Given the size of properties and their location more than half of the houses are in Council Tax
Band D or above. This contrasts with a figure of about 20% in the whole Borough.

By far the majority of houses are on mains drainage and they have central heating. Lacking a
mains gas supply most central heating in Little Wenlock is oil-fired although there is some use of
LPG and electric heating. Heat exchange systems and solar panels are making an appearance.
New Works is more fortunate and enjoys a mains gas supply.

2.6 Population

Details of population structure will be circulated after the March 27" 2011 Census figures have
been analysed to give as accurate a record as possible.



2.7 Employment

There are very few employment opportunities in the parish. There are limited opportunities in
the working farms, the agricultural and industrial contractor and the retail outlet, a timber frame
builder, the land-fill site and two golf courses. The new open cast mining site may offer temporary
work. Currently there appear to be no B&Bs which formerly gave some part-time work as did the
pub/restaurant which is now closed, but should open later in 2011.

With a dearth of employers in the parish and the proximity of Telford, Wolverhampton and the rest
of the West Midland conurbation most employed parishioners work in either Telford or beyond it,
however some people work from home.

2.8 Facilities

The major community facility of the parish is the very well appointed village hall in Little Wenlock
village. It was completely rebuilt in 2002 with the aid of considerable grants from the National
Lottery Community Fund and Onyx Landfill Trust. There is a playing field with a hard surface
tennis court, a children’s play area with equipment, an outdoor gym, a multi- sport play wall, a
small football field and a stone barn with seating and a table.

St Lawrence Church [C of E] has a small but enthusiastic congregation.

The Huntsman public house has been closed for some time but is currently undergoing major
works which will see it emerge as a pub/restaurant with en-suite rooms for guests ,a holiday let
cottage and 3 others for rent.

There is no shop, school or post office.

2.9 Transport

Public transport is poor. In April 2011 the Twister bus service was discontinued because of the
losses it made. Little Wenlock and New Works will be served by the number 69 and number 70
Wrekin Connect Service. The value of taxi tokens will increase to £30 per person per year. People
may hold a bus pass or taxi tokens, not both. The latter are intended for people who cannot
access a bus route either because of a disability and, or, isolation.. The CVS run a Community Car
Scheme, contact numbers are 01952 458059 and 01952 458061. Passengers will be charged 22p
per mile based on mileage from the volunteer’s home to the passenger’s home, to the destination
and return.

2.10 Community

In 2005 Little Wenlock won the 2005 Calor Village of the Year award for Shropshire and the
Environment award for the North West of England. Community spirit is excellent despite the lack
of employment and facilities. Community organisations and groups include the Village Hall and
Playing Field Committee, the Parochial Church Council, the Women'’s Institute, the indoor bowls
club, the gardening club, the badminton group, the Shropshire Amateur Radio Club and Lets
[a ladies’ social group]. Keep Fit. Yoga, Tai Chi and Whist are amongst the groups which meet
regularly in the village hall.

The community organisations run many successful fund raising events such as the Christmas Fair
and a Burns Night celebration. Large sections of the community and all ages are involved. During
the winter there are monthly film shows in the village hall which was the venue for one Any
Questions edition in 2010. Quiz nights continue to hold a fascination for many and usually, once
a year, there is a professional live theatre production in the village hall. Skittles nights, concerts

6



and even indoor curling are other activities enjoyed in the hall.

An annual event, which is attracting competitors from afar, is the Little Wenlock Wheeze.
Participants enjoy tea and the presentation of awards in the hall afterwards.

2.11 Land use

Much of the woodland is of the mixed deciduous type which has regenerated on old industrial
sites. Apart from the rearing of game birds, most is not commercially managed. Large areas are
used by walkers, horse-riders and cyclists.

Other recreational land use includes the newly created Horsehay Golf Centre, owned by T&W, and
the old Wrekin Golf Club in the north of the parish.

The greater part of the open land is covered by mixed farming. There is no first class
agricultural land in the parish. Much of the land was open cast mined and not restored to the
farmer’s satisfaction. Green fields of pasture land contrast with fields of fodder crops for the
livestock and some other arable crops.

Natural regeneration is well advanced in the abandoned quarries. In some pools and larger bodies
of water can be seen. The largest have been stocked for coarse fishing.

Open cast mining in more recent times left large holes in the ground some of which have been
used for waste disposal. Only the Candles site in Dog in the Lane is still used for this purpose. At
the present rate of land-fill it could be 3 or 4 years before all the cells are filled [2015/16].
When it is reclaimed there will be a mixture of agricultural land and amenity woodland.

The other major industrial activity in the parish is the Huntington Road Surface Mine. It will also
cease to function at about the same time as the Candles site. Then the parish may return to
being almost unique in the Borough by having no industrial activity, Severn Oak and a transport
yard represent light industry. New Works residents in particular look forward to a return of
tranquillity.

2.12 Valuable Features

A fairly large number of statutory protective and voluntary designations have been used to
conserve either the landscape as a whole or smaller parts of the mosaic of habitats and features,
the location of most of which is shown in Maps 2-5.

2.12.1 Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty [AONB]

The Shropshire Hills AONB was designated in 1958 under the National Parks and Countryside Act
1949. It includes the Wrekin and Ercall hills, Gibbons Coppice, Wenlock Wood, Maddocks
Hill, Limekiln Wood, Black Hayes and Birch Coppice. [Map2] The aim was, and is, to
conserve and enhance natural beauty which includes landform and geology, plants and animals,
landscape features and the history of human settlement over the centuries.

2.12.2 Sites of Special Scientific Interest [SSSI]
Such sites are designated under the Wildlife and Countryside Act of 1981 and they offer statutory
protection for land notable for its geology and biodiversity. SSSIs are administered through Natural

England working with landowners to establish sympathetic management regimes.

There are three SSSIs in the parish — The Wrekin Hill, the Ercall, together covering 283.3
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hectares, and Lydebrook Dingle. For location see Map3.

This country’s best and most varied exposures of Uriconian rocks can be seen on the Wrekin
ridge. Bare rock, like scree soils and open quarry workings, encourages colonisation by rare
plants. The low fertility of these areas supports flora and fauna not found elsewhere.

Underlying geology can influence drainage and both factors affect vegetation cover. Thin acid
soils covering Wrekin Quartzite bear rowan, holly and downy birch. Beneath them the ground
cover includes bilberry, wavy hair grass, heather, creeping soft grass and less common fumitory.
Sheep’s sorrel and heath bedstraw can be found in the Wrekin summit area..

A striking variety of birds can be seen including three species of woodpecker, seven species
of warbler, pied flycatchers, sparrow hawk, redstart, woodcock, buzzard and even peregrine
falcon.

On more fertile soils oak and hazel grow with ash and wytch elm on damper less acidic soils. Here
the ground cover is rich and includes ramson, archangel, woodruff, dogs ‘mercury and sanicle.

Alder dominates in permanently wet areas.

Coal measures and basalt lie beneath the soils of Lydebrook Dingle which bear a good example of
ancient, fairly undisturbed woodland of three types; ash and wytch elm; oak and birch; and alder.
Each type of woodland has its distinctive undergrowth.

Ash and wytch elm has dog’s mercury, tufted hair grass and woodruff. Oak and birch stands
have abundant great woodrush, wavy hair grass and bilberry whereas alder stands have giant
horsetail, golden saxifrage and pendulous sedges.

Other uncommon species in the Dingle include wood barley and wood horsetail. There is a variety
of bryophytes including the relatively rare Hookeria lucens moss. Small leaved lime, yew and field
maple add interest.

A variety of insects have adapted to living on decaying wood such as the rare Telford cranefly,
Lipsothrix species.

Tufa has been deposited from the lime rich spring water along the sides of the valley.
2.12.3 Regionally Important Geological Sites [RIGS]

Geological sites important for their educational function or as good examples of rock type or
geological process are designated as RIGS. They may also be SSSIs. Shropshire Geological Society
identified and designated the Wrekin Hill, Ercall Quarry, Forest Glen , Maddocks Hill and
Lydebrook Dingle.

2.12.4 Local Nature Reserves [LNR]

LNRs are established by local authorities in recognition of their combined educational and
conservation value. The LNR agreement involves the passing of bye-laws to protect the site.
Map 4 shows the large Wrekin, Lawrence Hill, Ercall LNR: there is a joint management
agreement between T&W Council and Shropshire Wildlife Trust. Limekiln Wood and Black
Hayes Wood is the other Nature Reserve in the parish. This area of mixed ash and hazel
woodland with very rich limestone ground flora lies just north of current mining operations.

Within the Ercall more than 1,000 species of invertebrates have been counted including the
uncommon dingy skipper butterfly. Ripples in the exposed surface of rock were formed by
oscillating sea water some 500 million years ago. It is hard to imagine that this land used to be

60 degrees south of the equator. g



2.12.5 Wildlife sites

Wildlife sites are a non-statutory designation given by county Wildlife Trusts due to the quality
of their fauna and flora. The Trusts are keen to identify new wildlife sites. One newcomer is the
Devils Dingle, part of which lies in the parish.

Map 5 shows how the Wrekin wildlife site acts as a buffer round the nature reserve and SSSI.
Several of the woodlands are on the Ancient Woodland Register.

Limekiln Wood and Black Hayes including most of Maddock’s Quarry constitute the next
largest wildlife site in the parish. The quarry has some excellent geological exposures and it was
an SSSI.

Marmers Covert is a scrub area with hazel, hawthorn, elder and wytch elm. More open areas
have dog rose and silver birch. There are small tufa deposits.

The Lydebrook Dingle wildlife site is a species rich continuation of the SSSI.

During springtime walkers can enjoy beautiful carpets of bluebell and wood anemone. The latter,
especially, is disappearing from many areas of the country.

2.12.6 Ancient Monuments

The Wrekin, Map 6, was designated as an ancient monument because it is one of the few,
local, large hill forts. Administration for its protection lies with English Heritage under legislation
from the 1979 Ancient Monuments and Archaeological Act. Evidence has been found of Iron Age
human occupation covering several hundred years up to the 1%t Century AD.

More newly designated is an area of industrial archaeology value, in this case coal mining, north
and northwest of New Works in an area known locally as New Works Wood. This is currently
in the surface mine site.

2.12.7 Other Valuable Historic Features

Also shown on Map 6 are the Little Worth bell pits. These three bell pit mounds are thought
to be survivors of late 17" Century to mid-18™" Century mining. Coal was transported from here
on a timber railway to Strethill in 1728. These bell pit mounds are not designated as ancient
monuments but they are entered in the Shropshire Historic Record.

2.12.8 Listed Buildings
There are 15 listed buildings in the parish, as follows:
Grade 11%* St Lawrence Church, Little Wenlock [LW]

Grade 11 Rose Cottage, [LW]
White Cottage, [LW]
The Moors, Braggers Hill
The OId Hall, [LW]
The Old Rectory, [LW]
Old Rectory Gate-piers, [LW]
Manor House, [LW]
Coalmoor Farmhouse, Coalmoor
Lower Coalmoor Farmhouse, Coalmoor
Lower Huntington Farmhouse, Huntington
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Upper Huntington Farmhouse, Huntington
Home Farmhouse, [LW]

Home Farmhouse Buildings, [LW]

The Stone House, [LW]

These are described in Appendix 1
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3 PARISH DEVELOPMENT

3.1 Local Context

Little Wenlock’s position within the Borough of Telford and Wrekin is unique. It is a rural parish
containing some of the locality’s most valuable and vulnerable assets. At the same time it has
great recreational attractions.

3.2 Advantages

Proximity to Telford offers employment opportunities as well as good shopping, entertainment,
education and healthcare facilities. The planned £30 million Ironstone Development, a retail hub
with new school, public house etc, will create up to 400 new jobs even nearer to the parish.

This means that the provision of such facilities in the parish is by ho means as vital as it is in more
remote rural parishes.

Road, and to a lesser extent rail, access to Telford is good. Road infrastructure in Telford is
good.

3.3 Disadvantages

The accessibility of Telford’s facilities is limited for non car owning/driving residents by distances
that are too long for walking and too hilly for cycling. There is a total lack of public transport to
and from Telford at the beginning and end of the working day.

The poor standard of road maintenance in the parish and limited winter gritting/snow clearance
restricts parishioners’ access to Telford’s good transport links.

The parish’s close position to the Telford urban area confers a number of problems the worst of
which are:
The spread of crime, especially car crime;
Fly tipping and littering, which is becoming progressively worse;
e Increasing volumes of traffic, much at unacceptable speeds through Little Wenlock
village and New Works. This problem is particularly noticeable on the Horsehay to
Wellington road. Since the installation of traffic lights and speed restrictions on the
A5223 in Lawley the problem has escalated.

The natural beauty of the landscape, tranquillity and bounty of environmental treasures attract
some 80,000 visitors a year, many of them from Telford. Visitor impact can have negative effects
on the natural environment. They may interfere with the amenity of residents or the needs of
the farming community. There is a huge challenge to ensure that the parish remains open and
accessible to visitors while preventing the pressures they create having such negative effects.

In order that the rural character of the parish is preserved creeping ‘sub-urbanisation’ from
expanding Telford must be strongly resisted.

3.4 Vision

To guide its development over the Plan period the parish has the following vision.

Little Wenlock wishes to maintain the highest possible quality of life for all its residents
within a thriving modern village community and a diverse, tranquil and sustainable

rural environment.
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Sustainable means that our use of any resource does not decrease its quantity or quality to the
detriment of its use by future generations.

3.5 Community Priorities

Analysis of the Consultation Survey, which was distributed to every house in the parish, identified
a number of key priorities [See Appendix 2].

3.5.1Countryside

Fly tipping and littering emerged as the topic all respondents feel most strongly about. Of particular
concern is the dumping of increasing amounts of commercial rubbish.

Feelings are running almost as high about the protection of wildlife resources in the parish.

A significant number of residents are very keen to see more trees planted. Although many wish to
see wild flowering verges in the parish a small minority disagree. A majority of people wish to see
local ponds cleared out but a minority strongly disagree. It has been pointed out that the ponds
in their present state can be a valuable habitat and ecosystem.

3.5.2 Roads

There is great concern about the poor maintenance of parish roads although a very small number
of respondents disagreed. No doubt the many pot holes reduce traffic speeds. There is very
strong support for traffic calming in the main settlements and the surrounding narrow lanes,
which residents would like to see designated as Quiet Lanes with a 20 mph speed limit.

Another major highway concern is that snow clearance and gritting should be extended to more
roads. Roads should be kept cleaner too.

An extension of pavements within the settlements and the use of yellow lines to encourage off-
road parking is considered inappropriate by most people. Opinion is divided about the desirability
of yellow lines at the foot of the Wrekin to encourage off-road parking although a definite majority
favour this.

A majority of residents wish to see street lights turned off at midnight and most people in Crofter’s
View would like less intense street lighting. A smaller majority of residents would like to see street
lighting improved on Wellington Road to allow better traffic calming measures. There is a strong
feeling that more energy efficient street lighting should be used.

3.5.3 Recreation and Village Facilities

There is an almost unanimous desire to see the telephone system updated for IT use. This is
particularly urgent as working from home is a becoming increasingly common.

The majority of residents wish to see better signage and better maintenance of rights of way in
the parish and they would like more footpaths and bridleways. Benches for walkers are asked for
in New Works.

A large number of respondents would like to see a regular local produce market in the village
hall, perhaps on the Luncheon Club days. Quite a number of people wish for the re-appearance
of postal and shopping services in Little Wenlock village and the suggestion is that these be part
of a ‘the pub is the hub’ project.

Residents would like better tasting drinking water and improved recycling facilities although the
recent innovations will have gone a long way to satisfy the latter request.
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3.5.4 Energy Conservation
The majority of parishioners think that home efficiency improvements should be encouraged and

in particular solar panel use. Most would like to see the development of more renewable energy
production but wind energy does not find favour.

3.5.5 Community

A well organised emergency plan is the highest ranking priority in this section. It is closely
followed by more support for elderly residents although no indication is given of the type of
support needed.

More social and sports activities and activities for young people are sought. There is the idea of
a summer fete on the playing field. Play facilities for young children are thought to be good but
more is needed for older children, such as a cycle track.

Opinion is equally divided about toilet facilities at Little Wenlock church.

The suggestion is made that the village hall should be opened as a proper community centre. On
1 or 2 mornings/afternoons each week it could open as a drop- in centre for tea or coffee.

There is little crime in Little Wenlock yet crime prevention features prominently in the Consultation
Survey.

3.5.6 Housing and Development

A slight majority of parishioners think that there should be no new housing built and a similar
majority consider there is no need for affordable housing for local people.

A considerable majority believe that any new housing should be built on suitable in-fill sites that
do not encroach on agricultural or green space land and that it should be confined to individual
units. Such housing should not be confined to the main settlement but be distributed within the
parish as a whole.

There is strong resistance in the parish to any further mineral extraction and waste disposal or
treatment developments.

A small majority of people believe that more job opportunities are needed in the parish but fewer
think that appropriate small business development should be allowed in the parish.

3.5.7Transport

A sizeable majority would like to see facilities to encourage cycling. Slightly fewer think that
we need a better bus service and considerably fewer would like to see a car sharing scheme
investigated. These survey results indicate a dissatisfaction with public transport although some
of the cyclists may cycle for recreation purposes.

Some older residents, young people and families with only one car are clearly disadvantaged.

3.6 Development Principles

In accordance with parishioners priorities the following key principles have been identified to
guide the development of the parish.
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The countryside should be maintained and enhanced, with emphasis on
wildlife and habitat conservation and a tranquil and safe rural environment.

The mixed farming and the woodland character of the parish should be
preserved.

Every effort should be made to improve the standard of road maintenance
and safety.

Residential development should be small in scale, appropriate in design and
spread through the settlements.

Non-residential development should be controlled to preserve rural
tranquillity, protect residents from adverse effects and the environment
from damage.

Efforts should be made to improve the broadband service to the parish.

Community spirit and responsibility should be fostered with facilities and
activities attracting and involving as many residents as possible.

Initiatives which improve the quality of local life and sustainability of the
environment should be promoted.

A diverse community mix should be encouraged, with housing and facilities
suited to a range of family types and circumstances.
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4 HOUSING AND BUILDING

4.1 Key Principles

Residential development should be small scale, appropriate in design and spread
through the settlements.

Housing suited to differing family sizes and needs should be encouraged.

Non-residential development should be controlled to protect residents from adverse
effects and to preserve the peace and quiet of this rural parish.

4.2 Local context

Telford and Wrekin Core Strategy Development Plan, Policy CS7, states that development in
rural areas will be focussed on three settlements of which Little Wenlock is not one. Outside
of these three settlements development will be limited and within the open countryside strictly
controlled.

There is an underlying rate of 6 or 7 new dwellings in a ten year period, as demonstrated in the
previous Parish Plan. This calculation excludes the single major development of 12 new homes
which was opposed by the Planning Authority but granted by Government on appeal.

4.3 New Housing Numbers

In line with Telford and Wrekin Core Strategy and the view of parishioners that this rural parish
should not be spoilt by a large quantity of housing the parish considers that new housing should
be strictly limited. This is particularly important given the over provision of housing in the 1995-
2002 period.

GUIDELINE H1 NEW HOUSING NUMBERS

The Parish will seek to limit residential development to the same underlying rate of
recent years.

4.4 New Housing Location

Past housing development has caused an imbalance between Little Wenlock village and other
settlements in the parish. It has exhausted infill space in Little Wenlock village. This imbalance
hinders the cohesion and vitality of the parish. Appropriate housing development at Huntington
and Coalmoor would help to redress this imbalance.

New Works has some infill space as have Huntington and Coalmoor. Moreover, they are nearer to
the facilities of Telford, Horsehay and the proposed £30 million retail hub at Lawley. These facts
furnish further reasons for encouraging appropriate housing development in these areas of the
parish.

Little Wenlock village has no school or shops and very little public transport or employment
resulting in no economic or environmental reasons for concentrating new housing development
in Little Wenlock village alone.
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GUIDELINE H2 NEW HOUSING LOCATION

The Parish will support appropriate new housing within the existing housing clusters
of New Works, Huntington, Coalmoor and Little Wenlock.

Great care must be taken to avoid housing sprawl from existing settlements, or extensions to
them, encroaching on the open countryside.

GUIDELINE H3 HOUSING IN THE COUNTRYSIDE

The Parish will resist new residential development in the open countryside outside
the existing boundaries of its settlements.

4.5 New Housing Scale

In order to maintain community spirit and encourage participation in community life the parish
seeks to ensure that new housing is integrated into settlements and it is of an appropriate scale
to achieve the same end.

To preserve communities with a variety of family types and circumstances the parish wishes to
have a range of house size and affordability.

GUIDELINE H4 NEW HOUSING SCALE

The Parish will resist new residential developments involving anything other than
one or two dwellings on suitable infill plots, while seeking to maintain a diversity of
size and affordability within its housing stock.

4.6 Affordable Housing

Endeavouring to maintain a balanced community the parish wishes to ensure that people employed
in the parish, or from families in the parish can afford to live in the locality.

GUIDELINE H5 AFFORDABLE HOUSING

The Parish will be sympathetic to a small scale scheme of affordable housing for local
people if a continued need is identified and provided adequate occupancy controls
are in place to ensure the use of such housing for local people in perpetuity. The term
‘local’ means within Little Wenlock Parish.

4.7 Housing Design

The parish considers it important that new houses and extensions reinforce local character
and visual distinctiveness and that the established features of its settlements are respected. It
wishes to avoid incongruous developments and those inappropriate in relation to their effect on
neighbouring properties or existing residents.

Designs which minimise heat loss and wasteful energy use are approved of.
GUIDELINE H 6 HOUSING DESIGN

The Parish will favour proposals for new housing or extensions to existing dwellings
that:

[a] Blend- in well with its settlements in design, layout and scale, preserving or
enhancing their character;

[b] Have no unacceptably negative effects on neighbouring properties or their
amenity value; and

[c] Are designed to minimise heat loss and wasteful energy use.
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4.8 Building Conversions

Whilst appreciating the necessity of preventing redundant farm buildings falling into decay and
dereliction the parish notes the damage excessive conversion of non-residential buildings to
residential use can cause.

Barn conversion in the open countryside is analogous with new housing development there and
should only be supported for buildings of special value and where they would otherwise be lost

Residential conversions which do not increase the building footprint would be regarded in a more
favourable light if:

e The buildings are in one of the parishes settlements;
e The buildings are a part of a diversification scheme in an existing farm business and
create or maintain local employment;
e The buildings are part of a farmstead complex and are needed for affordable housing for
farm labour.
GUIDELINE H7 BUILDING CONVERSION

The Parish will be sympathetic to the conversion of redundant buildings to domestic
use providing:

[a] they are of a substantial brick or stone construction capable of conversion
without major reconstruction; and

[b] they are located within the boundary of an existing designated settlement;
or

[c] They form part of a specific scheme of farm diversification with adequate
safeguards over future ownership and use;

[d] They are part of a farmstead complex and are to be used as affordable housing
for farm labour.

4.9 Commercial Developments

Commercial development in the almost entirely residential settlements of the parish must be
carefully controlled to preserve the peace and quiet and the environment in the immediate environs
of these communities. Here the parish especially wishes to avoid noxious smells, additional noise,
dust and other nuisances including increased traffic.

Commercial development outside the settlements of the parish is regarded as less disturbing
providing the scale, type and design is acceptable.

To maintain rural employment and forestall the dereliction of farm buildings the following
commercial uses are amongst those considered appropriate:

Rural craftwork;

Tourist accommodation;

Countryside leisure and recreation;
Business and other consultancy; and

IT and design work.
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Any such developments should be located within existing farmsteads and, preferably, within
existing buildings converted for the purpose. The parish considers that any development in the
open countryside is as undesirable as housing development.

As within the settlements, any commercial development should not cause noxious smells, intrusive
noise, dust or other nuisance. Nor should such development lead to a large increase in car or van
traffic. It should be of the type that needs little or no HGV service. Many of the lanes in the parish
are narrow and far from straight and thus unsuited to any increase in traffic, ,particularly HGVs.

GUIDELINE H8 COMMERCIAL DEVELOPMENTS
The Parish will support limited commercial developments if:

[a] They are of an appropriate type for the rural area and they are small
scale;

[b] They arelocated in existing farmsteads or buildings and, with the exception
of small scale tourist accommodation, are outside existing settlements; and

[c] They will not cause disturbance or nuisance to residents, or notably an
additional volume of traffic on local roads.

4.10INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENTS

The parish values its tranquil environment highly and any type or scale of industrial development
is a threat to this.

Industrial development includes temporary activities such as mining and land-filling/waste
treatment and permanent development which involves using heavy plant and machinery.

The parish holds very strong views on this matter in light of the fact that large parts of the parish
have suffered the cumulative impact of open-cast coal mining over many decades and continue
to do so. Despite resistance from the Parish and Planning Authority the Government granted
permission for the surface working of 900,000 tonnes of coal and 250,000 tonnes of fireclay on
land off Huntington Lane. Work started on site in 2010.

Land-filling on former coal mining sites has caused another set of problems and poor quality land
restoration has not visually returned the landscape to its original state.

GUIDELINE H9 INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENTS

The Parish will resist inappropriate permanent or temporary industrial
developments

4.11 LISTED BUILDINGS

Listed buildings are an important part of the community’s heritage. The parish seeks to protect
and preserve these buildings for their architectural and historic value.

The extent to which these buildings are altered, extended or otherwise changed should be
controlled and their demolition prevented. In doing so harsh restrictive controls should not be
used as the buildings may be left to decay and become derelict. Protection needs to be extended
to the setting of listed buildings so that any development in their immediate area does not
negatively affect their context. g
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GUIDELINE H 10 LISTED BUILDINGS

The Parish will support efforts to prevent the inappropriate alteration, dereliction
or loss of listed buildings and resist developments which would detract from their
setting

4.12ENERGY AND WATER SUPPLIES

Electricity power cuts and water supply failures have reduced in recent years. The installation of
back-up generators at the key pumping stations has improved the water supply situation.

Vegetation control along local overhead power lines is thought to be crucial in the maintenance
of electricity supply.

GUIDELINE H 11 ELECTRICITY AND WATER SUPPLIES

The Parish will continue to exert pressure on local utility companies regarding adequate
schedules of vegetation removal from overhead power lines and the maintenance of
back-up generators at water pumping stations.

4.13ENERGY EFFICIENCY

The parish aspires to more sustainable development and supports measures that increase the
energy efficiency of buildings and reduce energy consumption. To this end, it would like to see
greater use of low energy technologies and maximum use of high standard insulation to minimise
heat loss from buildings.

GUIDELINE H 12 ENERGY EFFICIENCY

The Parish will encourage residents to reduce heat loss from buildings and to make
the maximum use of low energy technologies

4.14RENEWABLE ENERGY

The parish would like to see a reduction in the use of fossil fuels and an increase in the use of
renewable energy sources.

One method is to specify electricity from green sources. Other methods include the use of active
solar technology and heat exchange devices in existing and new buildings. The use of geo-
thermal energy is a further possibility for new buildings.

Solar energy collectors will have to be carefully placed and designed so that they do not have an
unsightly effect on the appearance of buildings. This will be very important in the case of listed
buildings.

Any form of renewable energy generation should not have a detrimental visual impact on the
immediate or local environment.

GUIDELINE H 13 RENEWABLE ENERGY

The Parish will continue to raise awareness of renewable energy and solar technology
in particular, encouraging greater use of green electricity together with the installation
and use of renewable energy systems
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4.15STREET LIGHTING

Street lighting within the two main settlements of Little Wenlock and New Works needs to be
a balance between safety, security, low energy use, cost effectiveness and minimising light
pollution.

New technology lighting systems have provided an opportunity to consider alternative lamp
designs. As a trial in 2010 an inefficient lamp was replaced with a LED model that uses low energy,
supplies downward projected light and is virtually maintenance free. This LED design lamp will be
progressively introduced across the parish as existing lamps become beyond economic repair.

In order to reduce unnecessary light pollution, part night operation of lights [i.e. switched off
between the hours 12.00 midnight to 5.00 am] is considered generally to be most appropriate,
unless there are specific reasons in certain locations that require all night lighting.

Outside the main settlement areas it is not considered appropriate or necessary to have street
lighting of any description.

GUIDELINE H14 STREET LIGHTING

The Parish will provide street lighting within its main settlements that takes into
account safety, security, low energy use, cost effectiveness and minimises light
pollution.

4.16 PAVEMENTS AND STREET PARKING

Road safety remains an important concern for pedestrians throughout the parish. However, this
issue will not be addressed by introducing pavements and controlling on-street parking with
‘vellow lined lanes’. Such measures would be out of character for a rural environment and more
appropriate measures to address road safety are to be pursued.

GUIDELINE H15 PAVEMENTS AND STREET PARKING

The Parish will maintain its rural character by discouraging the installation of new
pavements and on-street parking controls within the main settlements.

4.17 TRAFFIC MANAGEMENT

The re-organised road configuration through the adjacent Lawley village has resulted in an
increased level of traffic passing through the main settlement of Little Wenlock. In general, drivers
who do not reside in the parish tend to ignore the 30 mph speed limit. Excessive speed through
the main settlement has proved to be a major concern and, as such, solutions to the problem
have been actively discussed with Telford and Wrekin Highways Department.

Community views have been sought and voiced. The preferred options would be the provision
of ‘Gateways’ at the entrances to the main settlements, reduction of 60 mph speed limits along
Wellington Road, relocating the 30 mph speed limit sign to enable speed camera/gun monitoring,
introducing the ‘Quiet Lanes’ project in appropriate locations and revising the road layout adjacent
to the Wrekin pathway entrance. It is considered that ‘Speed Bumps’ or ‘Chicanes’ are not in
keeping with our rural environment and will not be recommended.

Telford and Wrekin Highways Department are considering a range of proposals suggested by the
Parish Council and have stated their wish to involve other partners who have interests in the issue
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in order to develop a long term solution.

GUIDELINE H16 TRAFFIC MANAGEMENT

Traffic management issues are a major concern to residents and preferred solutions
will have a high priority in the Parish’s discussions with Telford and Wrekin Highways
Department.
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5. COUNTRYSIDE AND ENVIRONMENT

5.1 Key Principles
The mixed farming and woodland character of the parish should be preserved.

The countryside should be maintained and enhanced with the emphasis on wildlife
and habitat conservation and a tranquil and sae rural environment.

5.2 Local Context

Approximately one third of the parish lies within the Shropshire Hills Area of Outstanding
Natural Beauty. It contains three SSSIs, the Borough’s only Local Nature Reserve and the largest
single area of its designated Wildlife Sites and Ancient Woodland. The parish is thus a sensitive
countryside area containing the Borough’s most valuable ecological and environmental assets.
The close proximity of the expanding urban area of Telford and current, 2011, open cast mining
at Huntington accentuate this sensitivity.

5.3 Designated Areas

A major part of the identity of the Borough is symbolised by The Wrekin, that part of the Shropshire
Hills Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty containing the Ancient Monument of the hill-fort.

The parish feels strongly that it is vital that the Shropshire Hills Area of Outstanding Natural
Beauty, its Ancient Monuments, SSSIs, Nature Reserves, Wildlife Sites and Ancient Woodland
should be protected from further development and preserved from degradation, both through
excessive or inappropriate use and as a result of neglect.

Special concern is expressed for the SSSI at Lydebrook Dingle and The Wildlife Sites at Marmers
Covert and Lydebrook Dingle. Their size and isolation renders them possibly more vulnerable. The
Ancient Monument at New Works is now part of a working open cast mining site and it is equally
important to protect and preserve it and the Little Worth bell pit mounds which are recorded in
Shropshire’s Historic Environment Record.

As the relationships between these designated areas and their surrounding habitats is very
sensitive the parish considers that protection must encompass the land immedia