Little Wenlock Parish Council Annual Report 2010
CHAIRMAN’S REPORT

The Secretary of State’s permission to allow UK Coal to extract 900,000 tonnes of coal and 250,000 tonnes of fireclay at the Huntington Lane site was a huge disappointment to the parish council. Now that the development is to go ahead we aim to work with UK Coal to minimise the unpleasant effects of the development on residents of the Parish and maximise the subsequent restoration of the landscape.  It is heartening that so many of these residents are willing to serve on the Liaison Committee and that UK Coal won the Surface Mine Site Of The Year award in 2009 for their operations at their Long Moor site in Leicester .

During the year the parish council obtained the ‘power of well-being’. This will enable it to do anything which it considers likely to achieve the promotion or improvement of the economic, social or environmental well-being of this area. We are one of the few councils to meet the eligibility criteria. Any use of this power must have regard to the sustainable community strategy of Telford and Wrekin Council. In effect it releases us from the constraints of s137. This power allows spending [not raising money] on well-being related to 

· the whole of a council’s area or any part of it

· any persons present in the area including those who live, work or visit in the area

· an individual persons activity [ providing that it promotes the area’s well-being ]

· any person or any area outside the parish if the council thinks that it will promote its own area’s well-being. 

The parish council warmly congratulated the clerk, John Marcham, on achieving qualified clerk status in 2009. We regard ourselves as lucky to benefit from his services and thank him for all his hard work.

An outdoor fitness area has now been constructed. Many thanks to Patrick Pietroni for handling this project. We look forward to its official opening in April. Two wooden boxes for flowering plants have been installed at New Works and we thank the public spirited ladies who have offered to tend the plants. A wooden bench is to follow later this year.

Our attempts at recycling have been a success story. Recycled milk bottle tops have helped to fund five wheel chairs and two incubators for the Special Care Baby Unit at Derriford Hospital. The incubators were first used by twins. Both babies have thrived, one more quickly than the other. Unfortunately the unit making the wheel chairs has closed. Please continue to collect milk bottle tops of any colour and they will be used to fund Guide Dogs for the Blind and the Air Ambulance. Waste paper collected by you during the last financial year made £570.00 for the Village Hall Fund.

After consultation with the three emergency services the Emergency Planning Committee has finalised its ‘terms of reference’, produced a draft Emergency Plan and identified a catering team should the village hall be used as a rest centre. Now we are concentrating on the formation of the other teams. This group is fortunate in that it has been joined by Commander Steve Collins who has experience of emergency planning in the navy. He is servicing the group.

The disposal of waste at the Candles site has been granted until 2013. It is thought that odour complaints in the Autumn of 2009 were caused by necessary upgrade works to the gas management on Cell V1. Persistent atmospheric high pressure this winter has prevented odours from rising up higher into the air and being dispelled by winds. The same problems occurred in the New Year. The Environment Agency investigates the source of all odours on site and in the environs. Veolia offer their profuse apologies.  Hard standing and structures have been removed from Coalmoor Dry Processing site and the pond has been enlarged and others created. Coalmoor Landfill site has had a technically superior flare stack installed which is deemed more than adequate to deal with the quality and quantity of gas at that site. The Smalley Hill site caused some odour problems in October. Low gas yields caused the flare to go out and it failed to re-ignite. It is Veolia’s intention, subject to Environmental Agency agreement, to pipe this gas to the Candles pipeline and this would eliminate the need for a flare stack at Smalley Hill. 

Little Wenlock Parish Plan 2003-2011 is approaching the end of its life and we need to produce a complete up-date. This will involve a lengthy, extensive process of consultation with you. As before, this will include a detailed residents’ survey and meetings with representative groups of the main sections of the population and important community groups. We look forward to hearing your views.

No means of funding the capital works for a car park in the Donkey Field have been identified. Consequently the Wrekin Forest Partnership wishes to explore how safety and visitor management issues may be addressed through  sustainable transport and access to, from and through the area using public transport, walking, cycling and riding. The Institute of Transport and Tourism has been commissioned and hopes to complete a Wrekin Forest Sustainable Transport and Access Study by the end of March. If LEADER funding proposals for the Wrekin Forest are approved a more detailed and intensive period of project development will ensue based on the need to conserve, enhance and interpret a number of significant local heritage sites. This will support the activities of the Wrekin Forest Volunteers  

At this time of the year the amount of litter scattered in the parish is very evident. If you can spare an hour or two to help the Wombles clear this mess please telephone 505683.

                                                         

  Councillor Pat Hutchings, Chairman.

Little Wenlock Website

Little Wenlock website www.littlewenlock.org has continued to attract interest from all corners of the world, as well as being a source of local information for residents who have access to the internet. 

The site is updated every month, providing topical news items on the “Home Page” eg UK Coal opencast developments.

A recent innovation has been the inclusion of a “Blog” where anyone can log onto the site, and raise or comment on a topic that is of local interest. An example of this is the controversial debate related to the proposals for a Visitor Centre for The Wrekin, our landmark hill. Thirty three comments were posted, and they played some part in the formulation of future policy.      

Many requests for family history are posted to the website editor who is usually able to assist from the computerised records of St Lawrence Church. Recently, enquiries have been received from America, Canada, Australia, New Zealand, France as well as from all parts of the UK. In many cases, the enquiries have resulted in personal visits to our village, including several from abroad.

The website belongs to all residents of the village who are encouraged to contribute articles and enquiries. 

Cllr Alan Lees ( Website Editor )

Rural Roads

Further to a review of the Parish Plan, and a consultation with all Parish Councils by Telford & Wrekin Council, several issues associated with Rural Roads have been raised. LWPC asked T&W Council to consider: 

· Implementation of a Quiet Lane network around The Wrekin

· A new layout of the junction at Forest Glen

· Provision of parking between Forest Glen and Cluddley

· Traffic calming on the Wellington Road approaching Little Wenlock

These requests have been accepted as part of a budget for Traffic Management work programme to be implemented during 2010 / 2011.

In addition, T&W council carried out a Highways Maintenance survey during the latter part of 2009, and has indicated a need to repair parts of Coalbrookdale Rd and Buildwas Lane. During March 2010, LWPC will discuss details of these proposals with T & W Council.

The severe weather during January 2010 has resulted in extensive road damage and many potholes. T & W Council have invested in extra resources, and have introduced a “Pothole Busters” scheme where residents are invited to report potholes on a telephone hotline.

Outdoor gym

The ten station outdoor gym was installed ahead of schedule at the end of February. The stations are clustered in three groups - each emphasising one aspect of exercise routine. flexibility for joints -cardiovascular fitness (heart and lungs) and muscle strengthening. Each station has detailed instructions as to its use and a 'guide' depending on age/fitness and frequency of use. We plan to purchase some 'grass matting' to place under each station to protect from mud etc. Sue Bates is arranging with the Primary Care Trust. a series of teach-ins and some supervised classes. We are planning to hold an open day on Saturday May 15th  which will commence with a short talk on the use of exercise its benefits and perils-followed by a demonstration of the use of each station .We will be inviting Councillors from T&W, Primary Health Care staff and the Fresh Air Fitness team. The press will be in attendance so please come along in your brightest leotard.

HUNTINGTON LANE SUFACE MINE-COMMUNITY LIASON COMMITTEE

  To the disappointment of all of us - but not to our surprise the Public Enquiry which ended in April last year did not end in our favour. In October we received notification from the Secretary of State that permission had been granted for the open-cast min9ing to go ahead. Attached to this letter is a list of planning obligations that UK Coal have to abide by. In order to monitor these obligations a Community liaison Committee has been established. Following detailed discussion with Telford and Wrekin Council and UK Coal the remit and membership of this committee was agreed .The committee has met on two occasions once informally and once formerly. It will meet monthly ,but as yet has not finalised its mode of operation or work programme. The Committee is chaired by a Parish Councillor (Prof. Patrick Pietroni) and its Vice-chair is a resident Peter Whittle. There are a further seven residents on the committee; two Telford and Wrekin councillors and two UK coal representatives, and a representative from the Wrekin Forest Partnership .Other interested individuals will attend as required, as will officers from T& W. The committee is still very young and has discussed although not confirmed the following:

 

COMMUNICATION STRATEGY: To establish a responsive and comprehensive link with all residents of the parish and the site manager. This to include a) regular open meetings, b)Quarterly newsletter, c)Web site,  d)Telephone  contact, and d) complaints procedure. The committee will decide whether to undertake the above tasks a communication officer (part-time ) will be required.

 MONITORING RESPONSIBILITY: Each resident on the committee has volunteered to take responsibility for different aspects of the planning obligations to include: vibration and noise; dust and air quality; highway and access; environmental protection; biodiversity and ancient monument; rights of way; water and liaison with T&W.

 

RESTORATION PLAN: Although not of immediate concern the committee will be responding to and consulting with all residents (through open meetings) the proposed restoration plan.

 

 COMMUNITY FUND SUB-COMMITTEE: UK coal has donated £500,000 to the community for projects benefiting the community and determined by the fund sub-committee. We will be circulating to all residents once agreed with T&W how this fund will be managed, what the criteria will be for approving projects and all the necessary application procedures. It is very important that all resident have the opportunity to put forward their ideas and suggestions. We will hold an open meeting once the necessary ground rules have been established.

 

Lastly can I thank all those who has been involved so far in helping to establish a process whereby we can turn what will be a disturbing three years for Little Wenlock  into an opportunity for the further enhancement of this quiet ,rural and peaceful part of Shropshire .
Cllr. Prof. Patrick Pietroni.
Rural Forum.
Following on from the inaugural Rural Forum meetings in 2009, setting the ground work has taken most of last year to implement.  This has included organising the terms of reference, what our roles and responsibilities are (including the definition of a rural area) and what impact we can have or how involved we can be on the decisions that are made within T&W on anything rural. It is an excellent opportunity for all the communities/individuals that are linked to a rural area to come together and make informed decisions and to be made aware of anything that may impact.  If anyone wants any further information of when further meetings are to be held, please contact Cllr Deborah Goodman.
Rights of way.

Apart from the usual reporting of any damage/change/requirements with the regular Rights of Way, we have been working closely with T & W legal department to ensure that the UK Coal changes don’t impact too much on the residents of the areas affected by the mining.  This, in conjunction with the Community Liaison Committee, has gone very smoothly.  Many thanks to all who have been involved.  There are a few outstanding Modification Orders that are still going through the legal department, any changes to them will be communicated at the parish council meetings as usual.
Verge planting.

The long-awaited spring flowers that appeared last year as a result of the initial planting were charming.  We can look forward to that again this year together with additional planting that will be taking place over the next month as the weather (and the soil) start to warm up.  Just a reminder to not drive/park on the verges as the planting is not yet established and any donations of bulbs in the next few weeks would be gratefully appreciated.
Cllr. Debbie Goodman
Snow Warden.

We have just experienced the coldest winter for many years.  Whilst we have not had a lot of snow the roads have been very icy and have required constant attention.  There has not been sufficient snow to successfully employ a snow plough.  However some road have proved to be impassable because of frozen snow and ice.  Wellington Road was closed because of dangerous conditions on Willow Moor Bank and Huntington Lane has presented major difficulties.

T&W Council has worked hard to maintain at least one clear route out of Little Wenlock village via Coalmoor Road and most of the time Wellington Road.  However residents at New Works and Huntington have experience great difficulties.  To resolve this problem the Parish Council tried to employ a sub-contractor to grit the roads but the governments restriction on grit being available only to local authorities meant that there was no grit available to do the job.  In future years it is hoped to that these other roads can be gritted if severe conditions prevail.

The new grit bins have proved to be a success and another one has been ordered for the junction of Dog in the Lane and Huntington Lane.  The grit bins were kept topped-up by T&W except for the one at the top of Orchard Close which was empty during most of the time that grit was required.  The Parish Council hopes to resolve the problem with T&W before next winter.

One of the results of the severe weather is a substantial increase in pot holes in the road.  T&W are running a “Pothole Busters” campaign – You spot it, we fill it – so if you know of any unfilled potholes telephone 384000.

We are grateful to those individuals who cleared other peoples paths and gritted side roads by hand.

Cllr. Ed Roberts, Snow Warden.

BBC RADIO 4’s “ANY QUESTIONS”

COMES TO LITTLE WENLOCK

BBC Radio 4’s “Any Questions” is coming to Little Wenlock Village Hall on Friday 13th August.  Please make a note in your diary and come prepared to offer plenty of topical questions to stimulate debate on the current political, social and moral issues of the day.

Admission will be by ticket only which are free.  Tickets will be available sometime in July and a further announcement will be made in the June Community Newsletter.

LITTLE WENLOCK C RED

AIMING TO REDUCE OUR CARBON EMISSIONS BY 10% IN 2010

The action group has continued for a fourth year to hold meetings and circulate newsletters.

The highlights of the year include:

Members attending the Low Carbon Communities conference in Birmingham.

Displays mounted for Harvest festival in the Church and for the Christmas Fair in the Village Hall.

Joining the national campaign to cut our carbon emissions by 10% in 2010 that has now received over 62,000 pledges from individuals, companies and councils.

The Parish Council and the Village Hall have both added their commitments to cut their emissions.

Commitments and posters continue to be made by individuals in the parish.

Now that Hilary Betts has retired she is happy to offer energy advice and carbon foot-printing, contact her on 01952 505547.

