LITTLE WENLOCK PARISH COUNCIL              ANNUAL REPORT    2007/08
It is now a year since this new council took office. The year has been dominated by two issues, namely UK Coal and  Affordable Housing of which more later. I would like to take this opportunity to thank our Parish Clerk for all his hard work during what has, at times, been a difficult year. John was putting in far more than the 20 hours a month he was paid for – we have rectified this somewhat by increasing his hours to 25 but I suspect he is still doing a lot of unpaid overtime. I would also like to thank my fellow councillors for all their hard work (totally unpaid – none of us draw the allowances to which we are entitled). I think we have all ended the year a little wiser- a couple of mistakes have been made due to  inexperience but we will have learnt from them. My hope for next year is that the meetings will be a little less stressful for everyone’s sake but as someone said at least we have raised the profile of Local Government!   Cllr. Jackie. Whittle (Chairman)
WEBSITE

The website (www.littlewenlock.org.uk) is now into its third year and I would like to thank Alan Lees for being our  Webmaster. The minutes of our meeting are posted on the site as soon as possible, usually about 10 days after the meeting to allow all Councillors to have sight of them. If you have any ideas how to improve or add to the site please talk to Alan or one of the Councillors. Cllr. Jackie. Whittle 

TAXI VOUCHERS

The vouchers have now all been used and the scheme has been discontinued as it was no longer financially viable.

LITTER BINS & NOTICE BOARDS

Three new litter bins were purchased and the old ones        re-sited – hopefully this has gone someway to solving dog fouling problems. We have also ordered a new Notice Board to replace the very tatty old one at New Works. 

FLY TIPPING & LITTER

This continues to be a problem, you name it and someone has dumped it in our Parish. There were car doors in trees, bags of garden waste that were replaced as fast as I could put them on our bonfire, huge amounts of hardcore, tyres and builders waste and even a three piece suite at the top of    Willowmoor Bank to name but a few examples. The number to ring at Telford & Wrekin to report fly tipping is 384384. We are organising a litter- picking week at the end of April.

Cllr. Jackie. Whittle 

TRAFFIC ISSUES

We have asked Telford & Wrekin to address the problem of parking at the foot of the Wrekin. We have also raised the issue of speeding traffic with them and have been allocated a speed activated sign though it has yet to arrive.

UK COAL 

The council submitted a 10 page response objecting to UK Coal’s application after a survey of the Parish showed 92% of respondents were against the proposal. The response   appears in full on the website and a summary appears on the front of this month’s Community Newsletter. If anyone would like a paper copy of the full response please ask the Chair. We have also arranged press releases, a video clip on the Shropshire Star website and radio interviews. I would like to thank Elaine Adams of New Works for her help with the PR side of things. We still have no date for this application to go before the Planning Board. Cllr. Jackie Whittle

PLANNING

We have had a fair quantity of planning applications to  consider – Telford & Wrekin have not always agreed with us but we do our best to submit fair and considered       responses.   Cllr. Jackie Whittle
Coalmoor Dry Processing Site. 
A revised restoration plan is being prepared and because of the urgency of the matter an extraordinary meeting is planned for May 7th to review it. Cllr. Pat Hutchings (Vice Chairman)
Coalmoor Landfill

Aftercare finishes in June 2009. Leachate is a little less than the 11 cu. m.per day that it should be. The              Environmental Agency has suggested that another bore hole is sunk. Veolia is considering the request. Agreement will be based on the outcome of an industrial risk   assessment.

For two years fears have been expressed about the open flare which operates continuously. The danger lies in    incomplete combustion and the possible formation of    dioxins, furans and PAH’s. A shrouded flare is better. More recent legislation appears not to extend to closed sites. However, the various components are in place for an    integrated management plan. Cllr. Pat Hutchings
Smalley Hill.

Methane data is submitted to T&W annually and this    committee will bring the findings to the next meeting.

Complaints.

A number occur regularly such as dust, mud on the road and odours. Horsehay residents have complained about the height of the tip. It is monitored by GPS and checked by T&W . It is still under the pre-settlement contours. In April/ May this flank will be capped. Cllr. Pat Hutchings
Footpaths.

Candles….circular bridleway to be adopted [when         restored ].

Coalmoor….diverted path to remain in present line  

Coalmoor DP temporarily diverted bridleway to be made permanent. Cllr. Pat Hutchings
Wrekin Forest Partnership. 
This was set up as a working group of Shropshire Hills AONB Partnership . The aim is to steer and support      landscape conservation across Wrekin Forest Area.

Progress to date.

Biodiversity.

Biodiversity. The patrolled toad crossing has not been very successful .

A pair of peregrine falcons have been spotted over the Wrekin.

Coppice products from Limekiln woods and Steeraway have been used in hedge laying at Granville Country Park

Hedge lines have been restored in Little Wenlock and at Devil’s Dingle.

Deer Management. 14 participants at the training day.

Veteran Trees. The event on14th March produced new records to add to existing ones.

A major habitat creation scheme is underway at Devil’s Dingle Ash Disposal Site.

Wrekin Hill Fort. The 5 year restoration plan is in its final draft. The interpretation panel is to be installed shortly and the information leaflets are being written. Hill Fort leaflets are available at Half Way House.

Industrial Heritage. The  first 2 papers have been   published and are available from Neil Clarke at £4.00.

Environmental Protection. 

Graffiti has been cleaned off the quarry face in the Forest Glen. A valuable geological exposure in the Ercall has been similarly defaced and expert advice is being sought about the cleaning method. 

The Ercall track way has been repaired. Vegetation has been cut back to improve sight lines in Ercall Lane 

A Wrekin Litter Pick removed huge amounts of litter on 4th and 5th April.

Wrekin Forest School.  St Lawrence School, Telford, enjoyed 4 days in Ercall Reserve. 35 TCAT students with disabilities took part in an afternoon of activities at the Ercall.

Wrekin Forest Volunteers meet every Friday.

Cllr. Pat Hutchings

Rights of Way.  

The year has seen the newly appointed Jaswant Sidhu replacing Andrew Careless as the Senior rights of way   officer for T & W, with both Andrews and Jaswants help we have identified and replaced worn out stiles, been        hampered by the floods (which also compounded some issues), cleared footpaths and bridleways which were  overgrown and we are currently working with parishioners over modification orders to convert footpaths to          bridleways.  The clearing and identification of issues with any of the footpaths, bridleways etc can be a time         consuming job as I cannot feasibly walk all the 300 + miles of local paths, at least not on a regular basis, so I need all the help I can get.  If you spot a problem, please let me know and together with T & W we will endeavour to resolve them. Cllr. Debbie Goodman

AFFORDABLE HOUSING.  

The Parish Council was approached by First Step Homes in September 2007, having noted in our Parish Plan that some time ago the Council would possibly support an   application for a small number of affordable homes within the parish.  We were asked to hold this meeting in private which was refused and notes in the minutes can be found to this effect.  The site they were interested in was at the junction of Wellington Road and Spout Lane. The Parish Council did not favour this site and it was put as an agenda item for the next meeting to discuss other potential sites if the company proceeded with their plans.

At this October meeting, representatives of First Step Homes gave EXACTLY the same information to            parishioners as they had the previous month to the Parish Council. At this point parishioners had the same            information as the Parish Council.

Being an agenda item potential sites were raised.  It could reasonably be assumed that as several members rejected Spout Lane and expressed concerns regarding the other two sites, and several members flatly refused to discuss any sites due to their concerns over the use of greenfield land then (A) Spout Lane would never be supported and (B) the remaining potential sites would need much more debate, discussion and thought.  As a consequence of this no motions or resolutions were put forward at this time.
It had been agreed by the council that a housing needs    survey should be done as the council, in wishing to represent the views of ALL members of the community, had no insight as to any potential needs of parishioners regarding this issue.

As there was no need to rush this issue the Parish Council concentrated its efforts on the coal-mining application so in effect put the issue of housing on the back burner.

Having agreed to do the housing needs survey we called on the expertise of Telford and Wrekin officers who are fully familiar with the correct procedures and sought advice on best practice; they were non-biased, non-judgmental and indeed agreed to look at and discuss our survey before    distribution to assess that we had asked for appropriate    information and were not including questions that would lead to a biased result either way.
They had agreed to fund and distribute the survey which would be returned directly to the Parish Council when it would be assessed and findings made public; a similar process was successfully adopted with the coal survey.

The Plan had always been, and should remain to be, to    ascertain any short fallings in provision of a service within the parish.

If there was a recognised need and if developers were to go ahead with a planning application then we would have  looked at it, as a community in a public meeting to see how best they could serve the parish.

All the questions and issues raised to the council were no different from what we as a council had thought and        questioned ourselves.  Unfortunately we are unable to       pre-empt all possible scenarios that might or might not     happen and that relates to the coal-mining as well. We have to react to the issues that are presented to us; now obviously forward planning goes hand in hand with that but it would not be an effective use of the Parish Council's time to try and deal beforehand with issues that may not happen anyway.

By the time we had our March meeting it had been six months since the initial enquiry was made by the developers, the coal-mining objection had been submitted, we had gained some insight into how to carry out a housing needs survey, what we needed to do now was to ascertain, due to changes in the housing and financial markets and the fact that the land owner was now not willing  to sell the land on the junction of Spout Lane and Wellington Road, whether the developers were still hoping to pursue a planning application or not.  

At the Parish Council meeting on 14th April 2008 it was    announced by Cllr Roberts that,  at this time, they would  not be selling the land, so as affordable housing was now not currently an issue it was decided by the council that the   housing needs survey would not be carried out at this time.

Cllr. Debbie Peace
