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I think we can justifiably claim another highly successful year for the Parish Council and our community as a whole.

We have pushed ahead with a number of the Parish Plan-inspired schemes introduced in 2004/5, developing and expanding several of them. At the same time, we have added several new initiatives for which we have active development plans over the coming months.

Our crowning community achievement over the past year, was, however, without doubt in the Village of the Year competition. Winning the Shropshire title and then going on to take the Environmental Award for the Western Region in the national competition was just reward for the community service and dedication of so many people.

Apart from a great feeling of satisfaction from having our  efforts appreciated by others, this leaves us with winnings of £1000 available for another new community project.

While we have scored some notable behind-the-scenes successes in our efforts to secure a better local environment, there remain a number of continuing challenges in working both with the Borough authorities and local businesses to mutual benefit.


Organisationally too, the year has not been without its challenges.  Pressure of work from her main parish council job meant Yvonne Taylor who took over as clerk so ably from Jim Horstcraft in 2004 had to leave us in December.


We have, however, been extremely fortunate to find such an enthusiastic and capable replacement in Susan Hedges, who is just getting her feet under the administrative table.  As we remember with gratitude the contribution of our first-ever clerk, Peggy Tomkinson who passed away last month, we look forward to welcoming Sue increasingly into our community and very much hope she will be with us for many years to come.

Taxi Vouchers

I’m happy to say the Little Wenlock Taxi Voucher Scheme continues to provide valuable assistance to parishioners Indeed, no less than 50 residents have become involved so far and we have allocated 80 books of £2.00 vouchers (worth £1600) to date.

We still have 20 books of vouchers remaining in the  Countryside Agency-funded project. At the current rate of use, this should last us until the early autumn, at which time we will have to decide whether or not we can afford to maintain the scheme.

Fortunately, we may be able to access additional external funding to do this in the form of Defra grant aid for rural parishes now being administered through the Telford & Wrekin Council for Voluntary Services (CVS).

To ensure we prioritise the limited funds available to us as effectively as possible we intend to obtain the views of parishioners on the value of this scheme through a simple consultation survey in a one of our up-coming newsletters.

Traffic Calming


With the traffic calming scheme almost completed in Little Wenlock, speed monitoring by Telford & Wrekin still shows too many vehicles travelling down Wellington Road at excessive speed.

To address this problem, we are currently exploring the possibility of securing Vehicle Activated Speed (VAS) Signs in partnership with other parishes and the Borough. 

We are also seeking support from West Mercia Police for the occasional use of speed traps along Wellington Road.

VAS signs installed for one week in every four or six and speed traps conducted three or four times a year at peak rat-running times should, we feel, make a positive contribution to reducing speeding.

Fuel Buying

Now coming to the end of its second season, the parish fuel-buying scheme is continuing to prove its worth; especially so in the face of escalating fuel prices. 

The records show we now have 49 households on the discounted regular top-up scheme (six up on last year) together representing over 120,000 litres of annual usage. 

Our monitoring further shows we paid an average price of 32.3ppl over the winter compared to the Oakleys’ standard service average of 34.3ppl for corresponding 2000-litre rate deliveries.  That’s a saving of at least 6% for those involved – with even greater cost savings for everyone taking less than 2000 litres at a time.

Energy Efficiency

To help residents make even greater annual savings in their energy bills while doing our community bit to control carbon emissions and global warming, we have initiated a new project in the past month.

This initiative involves free in-depth Home Energy Surveys run by the Energy Efficiency Advice Centre (EEAC) in up to 50 households.

As well as providing the households involved with free energy efficiency advice in the form of a confidential energy report, free low energy light bulbs and information on grants currently available, these surveys will allow us to establish a ‘carbon footprint’ figure for the parish.


We intend to use this ‘footprint’ as a baseline to set  targets for parish-wide energy efficiency improvements, develop practical means for meeting them and monitor our progress in the years ahead.

Initial feedback from EEAC on the 15-20 surveys conducted to date indicates they have been very well received, providing valuable food for thought in identifying simple ways of saving relatively large amounts of electricity and fuel oil.

Data-Link

In another Parish Plan commitment coming to fruition in the past month, we have distributed Data-Link packs to all households. Operating across the country, this scheme provides a branded container in which residents store details of any regular medications being taken for use by the Ambulance Service in an emergency.

Youth Project

We have also provided the Village Hall & Playing Field Committee with a grant to provide seating in the barn and a better football pitch, as part of a project developed in consultation with our local teenagers.

These and a rural art workshop planned by the Youth Club will, hopefully, give the youngsters a sense of ownership and encourage them to help look after the place.

Benchwalks

Finally on the new projects side, we have worked-up a scheme to provide a number of attractive benches strategically sited around the village to provide walk destinations and/or resting points.

Arising out of last year’s Down to Earth project with the AONB, we are pushing ahead with the scheme, dedicating it to the memory of its original champion, Tom Pickering. We hope to secure sufficient funding for the benches themselves and an associated leaflet to be completed in the coming year.

Website

While developing these new projects, we have put considerable time and effort into a complete revamp of our parish website in the past three months. The new, much improved site at www.littlewenlock.org goes live this month. It has more content than ever, a wonderful selection of pictures and is altogether easier to navigate and use.

The website also includes the all new Gold Pages directory of local tradesmen and craftsmen recommended by residents, as well as links to many other sites, sources of information and advice.

The Wrekin

Over the past year, we have also seen tremendous progress on tackling a number of the issues that have long caused us such concern over the Wrekin.

Having acquired the Forest Glen site, the Shropshire Wildlife Trust has worked wonders in transforming it into a an extended car park, as well as tidying up the area and trying to address its perennial litter problems.

We shall be playing an active role in the SWT-led project to develop a conservation plan for the whole Wrekin area due to kick-off in the next few months following receipt of a £50,000 Lottery Heritage Fund award

We have continued to lobby Telford & Wrekin Council to play its part in the Wrekin improvement programme by re-opening the toilets, but this looks like being very much of a long-term aspiration at this stage.

Recycling

During the year, we have replaced our DIY paper container at the Village Hall with a smart new paper bank alongside the bottle bank behind the Huntsman.

This takes an extended range of paper in loose (rather than the previous bagged) form and continues to provide a valuable source of income for Village Hall funds.

Other Successes

Amongst other notable successes scored in 2005/6 have been winter gritting along Wellington Road and Willowmoor. Also the throwing-out of retrospective planning permissions for unacceptable developments on the coal processing site at Jiggers Bank and the Buildwas Lane stud farm (despite it being just outside the parish).

Continuing Challenges

The coal processing site looks set to continue presenting us with a major challenge in the year ahead, though, if we are to resist a likely application for a waste transfer station and ensure its restoration  to agricultural use at the earliest opportunity.

Challenging too will continue to be the local shoot which has generated complaints from an increasing number of residents in the past season; not least in spent shot falling on properties, disturbance to horses and pets and excessive shooting close to houses.

With no satisfactory response received to our recent official complaint to the organisers, we are making detailed representations to the British Association for Shooting & Conservation (BASC), West Mercia Police and the Telford & Wrekin Environmental Health Enforcement team to try to ensure far greater future co-operation and consideration.

Accounts & Budget

The Parish Council accounts show a total expenditure of just under £10,000 in 2005/6 –  £3100 on facilities, a further £3100 on projects, £3000 on administration, and £750 on donations and subscriptions. Against this we received precept income of £9000 plus a £1000 grant from the Countryside Agency.

By dipping into our small reserves, we are planning to maintain our activity while keeping our precept from the Council Tax at £9000 for the third year in succession.

Appreciation

I would like to express the parish’s appreciation to my vice-chairman and fellow councillors for all their efforts over the past year.

We are also indebted to the time and effort of the numerous other volunteers who make this such a wonderful place to live.  Amongst too many individual contributions to list here, I would pay particular tribute to Village Hall committee chair, Sue Parsons,; Neighboorhood Watch co-ordinator and newsletter editor John Marcham; and new website editor, Alan Lees.

George Chancellor, Chairman                         April 2006

